Distribution of leukosialin (W3/13)-like immunoreactivity in the rat central nervous system.
The monoclonal antibody W3/13, which is directed against leukosialin (a molecule present on certain types of leukocytes), was found to react immunohistochemically with distinct regions and structures in the rat CNS. The leukosialin (W3/13)-like immunoreactivity occurred on neurite-like fibres and on bouton-like structures on nerve cell bodies and their dendrites. This labelling was most pronounced in certain subcortical areas and brain stem nuclei including different thalamic nuclei, olfactory tubercle, superior olive, cochlear and vestibular nuclei, motor and somatosensory nuclei. In the cerebellum, immunoreactive fibres were prominent in the molecular layer. In the spinal cord there was a dense labelling of fibres in the whole grey matter.